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· Two-thirds of cases in 2005 were in adolescents and adults 

· Protection from childhood whooping cough vaccination wears off by adolescence 

· Whooping cough can be passed from adolescents and adults to vulnerable infants who have not yet received any or all of their vaccines

· A new booster vaccine called Tdap is available to protect adolescents and adults against whooping cough

· The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention now recommends that adolescents age 11 to 18 receive a Tdap booster, which also protects against tetanus and diphtheria

· It is also recommended that adults ages 19-64 receive a single dose of Tdap for pertussis protection, especially those who have close contact with infants less than 12 months of age.

For More Information

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

National Immunization Program

www.cdc.gov/nip
West Virginia Immunization Program

West Virginia Department of Health and Human Resources

(304) 558-2188 or (800) 642-3634 (in WV only)

www.wvdhhr.org/immunizations/
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