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WEST VIRGINIA IMMUNIZATION NETWORK, FIRST LADY GAYLE MANCHIN LAUNCHES PHASE THREE OF “TAKE YOUR BEST SHOT” IMMUNIZATION CAMPAIGN

Charleston, WV - The West Virginia Immunization Network (WIN) today officially launched phase three of the “Take Your Best Shot” immunization campaign at the State Capitol in Charleston, West Virginia.  This project targets adolescents 11-21 years of age, for up-to-date vaccinations. The vaccinations include: HPV; tetanus, diphtheria, and pertussis (Tdap); influenza, hepatitis b, measles, mumps and rubella (MMR); and chickenpox.  Seven new counties – Randolph, Mingo, Logan, Greenbrier, Cabell, Wirt and Jackson – join 16 other counties in the state for a total of 23 counties to be involved in the project.
West Virginia’s First Lady Gayle Manchin and Bureau for Public Health Acting Commission Chris Curtis participated in the event.    

“Improving the health of our state’s residents requires commitment and work at all levels of leadership,” said First Lady Manchin. “By working together, both government and the private sector can have a positive impact on the health of all West Virginians.”  

Manchin said the Take Your Best Shot immunization awareness campaign and the Governor’s Healthy Lifestyles initiative are both working to prevent many of the adverse consequences of chronic diseases on West Virginia’s children, adolescents and our future workforce by promoting the development of healthy lifestyles. 

“This is truly a great day for each of these communities that have stepped forward to say, we’re going to make protecting our adolescents from vaccine-preventable diseases a priority,” said WIN Co-Chair Kim Estep, following the event.  “Although vaccine-preventable diseases are rare today because of effective vaccines, we cannot afford complacency or we will see a return of deadly diseases from our parents’ and grandparents’ generations.”

Each community has a designated lead agency consisting of individuals from health departments, primary care clinics, and/or school based health centers to oversee the adolescent immunization project efforts in their community.  The initial launch of the project occurred in 2008 and included seven counties participating in many grassroots type events.  Each of the seven new counties will be developing their adolescent immunization awareness campaign based on lessons learned and best practices developed by their predecessors.  Organizers say that while today’s celebration is about phase three, most phase one and two participants are still going strong.
Representatives from all ‘Take Your Best Shot’ counties and the newly announced phase three counties were on hand in addition to several lawmakers, state officials from public health and health care providers. Take Your Best Shot is funded as part of a public-private partnership that included funds from the West Virginia legislature.
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