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7th Grade Vaccination Initiative 2010 Facts

· The goal of the initiative is to ensure that all West Virginia 7th graders are offered vaccination against tetanus, diphtheria, acellular pertussis (Tdap) and meningococcal disease (MCV) beginning in the fall of 2010 and to raise awareness among parents and adolescents about adolescent  immunization.

· Currently, adolescent immunization rates for Tdap/Td is 45% and MCV (meningococcal vaccine) is 30%.  One reason that 7th graders are being targeted is because they are generally 13 years of age and these vaccinations are recommended at 11-12 years of age, thus children in this cohort not yet vaccinated are at risk of going  unvaccinated for some time,  even permanently, against these diseases since there are no school requirements for these vaccinations.  
· Parents will be encouraged to have their 7th grader vaccinated in their medical home – which means in their doctor’s office or the place where primary care is received.  For parents unable to have their children seen in their doctor’s office, the vaccine will be made available at schools similarly to the H1N1 efforts last fall.  Children who do not have these vaccinations most likely did not have the universally recommended well-child visit with their primary care provider at 11-12 years of age.    
· West Virginia’s Office of Epidemiology and Prevention Services has reported increased rates of pertussis (whooping cough) and meningitis in 2009.  The Initiative will provide both vaccines free for children, regardless of income level or insurance coverage.
· This initiative is a collaborative effort with the West Virginia Department of Education,  West Virginia Immunization Network’s “Take Your Best Shot” adolescent immunization campaign, local health departments, private physicians and local school nurses.

For more information about the 7th Grade Vaccination Initiative 2010, please call Toby Wagoner, public information specialist at (304) 558-6438 or by e-mail at toby.d.wagoner@wv.gov.
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